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A couple biking at the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition’s “Light Up the Night” event in Golden Gate Park on 
Jan. 27 take in the Entwined: Elder Mother installation on JFK Promenade. Photo by Emily Huston. 


Stow Lake in Golden Gate Park Renamed for Great Blue Heron 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


Golden Gate Park’s Stow 
Lake is now called Blue Heron 
Lake after the lake’s original 
namesake William W. Stow’s 
antisemitic past was brought 
to light. 

On a 4-3 vote the SF Rec- 
reation and Park Commission 
made it official; from now on 
Blue Heron Lake will be the 
new name for one of the park’s 
more prominent destinations, 
along with the boathouse and 
drive circling around it. 

“We are delighted with the 
name change,” said Nancy 
DeStefanis, executive director 
of the San Francisco Nature 
Education. “The herons mean 
a lot to thousands of people in 
San Francisco who have visit- 
ed since I first identified and 
observed them in 1993.” 

Although sightings of the 
Great Blue Herons in Gold- 
en Gate Park were recorded 
as early as 1930s, DeStefanis 
was the first to document them 
breeding there after she saw 
nests in the trees on a small is- 
land in the lake sitting between 
the boathouse and the larger 
island with the waterfall called 
Strawberry Hill. 

She said the herons visit the 
lake annually, sometime be- 
tween November and January, 
to start building and settling 
into their nests. 

Their chicks hatch in April 
and then they have three 
months to learn how to fly, 


abandoning their nests around 
the end of June or early in July. 

Throughout the intervening 
three decades, she has count- 
ed a total of 279 chicks fledge 
there and currently there are 
three active nests on two small 
islands at the lake. 

DeStefanis said that as soon 
as District 7 Supervisor Myr- 
na Melgar, whose district the 
park lies within, announced 
that Stow’s name would be 
replaced with something else 
she wrote Melgar to suggest 
Blue Heron Lake. 

Then she found out that the 
San Francisco Standard web- 
site was conducting a poll for 
possible new names. 

“We urged our members and 
supporters to vote for Blue 
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sense 
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Stow Lake has be 


Heron Lake and got over 900 
votes; three times the second 
top vote getter,” she said. 

The effort to rename the 
lake began a few years ago 
but didn’t really gain traction 
until redistricting put the lake 
in Melgar’s voting district and 
she found out that its name- 
sake was openly and virulently 
antisemitic. 

Stow served in the Califor- 
nia State from 1854 to 1856 
and became the speaker of the 
Assembly in 1855. 

While serving in the Assem- 
bly, he made headlines when 
he spoke against Jewish peo- 
ple directly from the Assem- 
bly floor, saying “I have no 
sympathy with the Jews, and 


(I would) enforce a regulation 
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en relegated to history as 


the popular feature in Golden Gate Park is now named 
for the exotic birds that nest there - the Great Blue 
Heron. Photo by Michael Durand. 


that would eliminate them 
from not only our county but 
from the entire state. I am for 
a Jew tax that is so high that 
(Jews) would not be able to 
operate any more shops. They 
are a class of people here only 
to make money and who leave 
the country as soon as they 
make money.” 

He also ran for California 
governor on the Know-Noth- 
ing Party ticket, a group that 
was notoriously xenophobic. 
Their platform called for the 
deportation of “foreign beg- 
gars” and “criminals,” a 21- 
year naturalization period for 
immigrants, mandatory Bible 
reading in schools, and bar- 
ring all Catholics from holding 
public office. 

“Over the last few weeks in 
our City we have seen a lot of 
conflict in discourse for things 
that are happening across the 
world,” Melgar said when she 
went in front of the commis- 
sion before the vote. “I think 
this is a good moment to take 
a stand as San Franciscans 
that we live the values of St. 
Francis de Assisi, who is our 
City’s namesake; that we stand 
for peace and that we stand for 
tolerance and justice and that 
our values reflect that in the 
naming of things that we hold 
in our public trust. And Stow 
Lake is one of them.” 

LaMonte’ Bishop, senior 
manager in policy and public 
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Budget 
Estimate for 
Westside 
Firefighting 
Falls Short 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


Although a 2020 City bond 
measure raised at least $151 
million to fund more robust 
water pipelines in San Francis- 
co’s westside neighborhoods 
to help put out potentially 
massive fires after a major 
earthquake, bad math and in- 
flation are burning through 
that money, leaving large areas 
more vulnerable to conflagra- 
tions following the “big one.” 

At a Jan. 22, 2024, meeting 
of the Land Use and Transpor- 
tation Committee for the San 
Francisco Board of Supervi- 
sors, the competing interests 
and challenges faced by the 
City’s public safety depart- 
ments making longer term 
plans were brought to light. 

The Emergency Firefighting 
Water Supply (EFWS) system 
features much stronger pipe- 
lines operating separately from 
the City’s main water system. 

Initially built after the 1906 
earthquake because so many 
water mains and connections 
in the regular system were bro- 
ken, resulting in insufficient 
water pressure to fight fires, it 
was completed in 1913 when 
most of San Francisco was 
built up in the northern and 
eastern parts of the City. 

After some additions in 
1986, the furthest the system 
goes west is 12th Avenue in 
the Richmond District and 
19th Avenue in the Sunset Dis- 
trict. The hydrants for these 
are identified by red tops in the 
Richmond and black tops in 
the Sunset. 

Former city supervisors 
Sandra Lee Fewer and Gor- 
don Mar both pushed for the 
expansion of this system into 
western neighborhoods. Cur- 
rent District 1 Supervisor 
Connie Chan and District 4 
Supervisor Joel Engardio also 
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What Golden Gate Park feature was 
displayed in a gentlemen’s club for 
years? 

The word “Bohemian” in the 19th 
century was applied to artists and 
other creative types. 19th century 
French speakers thought that Roma 
people (“Gypsies’’) and others living 
in Parisian “lower-rent districts” came 
from the Czech region of Bohemia, 
according to the Merriam-Webster 
website, and the word was applied to 
artists associated with the area. 

The Bohemian Club was founded 
in 1872 in San Francisco. Its by-laws 
state the club is for “the association of 
gentlemen connected professionally 
with literature, art, music, the drama” 
though people through “their love or 
appreciation of these objects” can also 
be eligible. 

Only four women have been hon- 
orary members of the club; the latest 
being poet Ina Coolbrith who died 
in 1928, according to Alexis Coe. 
Women have not been granted full 
membership; in 2019 two members of 
the Sonoma County Board of Super- 
visors called for county attorneys to 
review the contract under which the 
Bohemian Club reimburses the county 
for law enforcement costs for the 
annual summer private gathering of 
club members at the Bohemian Grove 
along the Russian River, reported 
Guy Kovner for the Santa Rosa Press 
Democrat in 2019. 

Mark Twain became an honorary 
member in 1873. The club had few 
competitors in its early years as an 
organization in California for creatives 
to join, but over time other organiza- 
tions grew and by the 1920s, the club 
was no longer avant-garde and became 
increasingly private. 

Professor Michael Burns of Flor- 
ida’s Nova University Law Center 
said the Bohemian Club is “where the 
power brokers are,” according to a 
1987 article by Dan Morain in the LA 
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Sculptor Arthur Putnam was a member of the Bohemian Club when 
he created the Cave Man sculpture as a fun addition to the annual 
“grove play” at the private club in the early 1900s. The work can be 
found in Golden Gate Park, hidden among the trees just east of the 
de Young Museum. Photo by Michael Durand. 


Times. 

Though Bohemian Grove gatherings 
have attracted power brokers, like 
former presidents Ronald Reagan, 
Richard Nixon and George H.W. 
Bush, according to Dominic Fracassa 
writing for the SF Chronicle, the lub’s 
website describes the club as “a refuge 


“Midsummer High Jinks,” the term 
for the annual play for that summer’s 
grove play. 

The Cave Man statue that is in 
Golden Gate Park today was created 
“in compliment (sic) to the annual 
grove play,” according to the Aug. 6, 
1910, SF Call. At this point, the statue 
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was still only plaster and was planned 
to be “bronze coated for its final 
resting place in the new clubhouse on 
Post street” in San Francisco. Bohemi- 
an Club members gave $2,000 for the 
bronze casting of the statue, according 
to the Aug. 12, 1910, SF Examiner. 
The bronze casting was done in Paris 
by Alexis Rudier, according to an in- 
scription on the pedestal. The left hand 
holds a piece of flint and while the 
right hand scratches the cave man’s 
head amazed at discovering how to 
make fire with flint. Putnam’s other 
sculptures for the Bohemian Club 
included two pumas, according to his 
CARA biography. 

Adolph Spreckels joined the Bo- 
hemian Club in 1878 according to a 
1904 Bohemian Club membership 
list; he and his wife Alma founded the 
Palace of the Legion of Honor Mu- 
seum, which later became the Legion 
of Honor and formally merged with 
the de Young Museum to create the 
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
(FAMSF) in 1972, according to the 
FAMSF website. “The Cave Man” 
was described as Putnam’s most 
famous work in 1922 in a Washington 
Star article covering the founding of 
the California Legion of Honor in 
San Francisco. Mrs. Spreckels was 
giving 200 works of Putnam to the 
new museum. “Cave Man,” (listed 
without “the” on the FAMSF website) 
has an accession number of 1924.180, 
implying it was given in 1924. 

According to the FAMSF website, 
36 x 28 x 32 inches are the dimensions 
of the sculpture. 

Today, Cave Man is in the tree-cov- 
ered northeast corner of the George 
and Judy Marcus Garden of En- 
chantment to the east of the de Young 
Museum. The Garden’s western edge 
is a path running from the Music Con- 
course north to JFK Promenade and 
10th Avenue, passing the de Young’s 
side entry near the base of the Hamon 
Observatory Tower. 


from decision-making and other pres- 
sures” where conducting business is 
prohibited. 

Sculptor Arthur Putnam (1873- 
1930) joined the Bohemian Club in 
1903, according to a 1904 Bohemian 
Club membership list. Putnam studied 
animals of the American West and 
their anatomy in the course of his 
various jobs as slaughterhouse worker, 
surveyor and ranch hand in Califor- 
nia, according to his California Art 
Research Archive (CARA) biography. 
Putnam took art classes in San Fran- 
cisco and also assisted animal sculptor 
Edward Kemeys in Chicago before 
getting his first major commission in 
1903 from publisher E. W. Scripps. In 
1911, brain surgery partially paralyzed 
Putnam, effectively ending his career. 

Porter Garnett’s 1908 “The Bo- 
hemian Jinks: A Treatise” described 
cartoons and posters decorating the 
Bohemian Grove fitting the theme of 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 


Photographers are invited to submit three of their best 
photos for consideration to be published in the “Photos of the 
Month" gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website av- 
erages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs 
on or near the 15th of each month. For more information, email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


Photo by JD Jenkins. 
@jd_jenkins_ii. 


Photo by Meredith Preble. 
@meredithpreble. 
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Residential and Commercial Sales 
1653 Irving Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94122 
RemaxPrestigiousProperties@qmail.com | (415) 564-3776 


Ask about our fixer upper property list of homes. 


Helping investors flip and make great profits. 


Broker/Owners, 


Sevan Kevorkian 415-412-4716 
Norman Green 650-296-5210 
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SF Hole in the Wall Pizza 


1825 Irving St. 
(at 19th Ave.) 
415-564-3900 
info@sfhole.com 
www.sfhole.com 


Enjoy our great 
food indoors in our 
comfortable 
dining room or in 
our open-air 
parklet. 


Watch sports on 
our big-screen 
TVs. What's better 
than a delicious | Try our nutritious made-to-order 
pizza and a great | pastas, hearty hamburgers and 
fries, tasty chicken wings, healthy 
salads and more. 


We stay open LATE to serve you: 
Mon. @ Tues. 11am-11pm 
Wed., Thu. & Sun. 11am-midnight 
Fri. & Sat. l1lam-lam 


Pizza by the Slice, Calzones, Wings, Hot Sandwiches, 
Burgers, Salads, plus Wine and 10 Types of Beer on Tap! 


For advertising information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428 
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fei 


Jeremiah Boehner 
Marketing Professional, 
U.S. Army Veteran 


Martha Conte 
Marketing/Branding 
Professional, Civic Leader 


Nick Berg 


Real Estate Executive 


Peter Elden 


Real Estate Executive 


Deah Williams 


Security Professional 


Grazia Monares 


Small Business Owner 


Jan Diamond 
Real Estate Partner, 
Community Advocate 


Jay Donde 
Attorney, CAGOP Delegate 


Jennifer Yan 


Technology Investor 


Tom Rapkoch 


Product Manager 


For more information on the Briones 
Society candidates, scan the QR code. 


Wonder how your 
bus ride is funded? 


Join our 


VIRTUAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 22, 5-7 P.M. 

OR 

IN-PERSON ON SATURDAY MARCH 2 
11:30 A.M. -— 1:30 P.M. 

San Francisco Public Library 

Richmond Meeting Room 

351 9th Avenue 


Learn about how SFMTA balances its budget! 
SFMTA.com/Budget 


(Gl (415)646-2299: For free interpretation services, please submit your request 48 
hours in advance of meeting. / Para servicios de interpretaci6n gratuitos, por favor 
haga su peticion 48 horas antes de la reunién. / WRBE eA OM, we SHAT 

48/|\Byte HE25K. / Para sa libreng serbisyo sa interpretasyon, kailangan mag-request 

48 oras bago ang miting. / D6i vai dich vu théng dich mién phi, vui long gui yeu cau 

cua ban 48 gid trudc cudc hop. / Ana 6ecnnaTHbIx ycnyr ycTHOro nepeBosla Npocb6a 
NpeACTaBuTb Bal 3anpoc 3a 48 YacoB fo Hayana cobpanua. / Pour les services d’in- 
terprétation gratuits, veuillez soumettre votre demande 48 heures avant la réunion. / 
Fe SS MAS AOAlH 3/9] 48 AZ! Moll Foto] NS ABorYAle. / SBR — 
CRECHE OME lS. BROKE CUILAR Stew TCE Sb. 


SFMTA 
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Buying Your First Home 


What should you consid- 
er before buying your first 
home? This is an extremely 
important question. For most 
people, this is the largest 
financial investment they will 
ever make in their lives. Buy- 
ing a home can be extremely 
exciting and owning a home is 
still considered to be achiev- 
ing the American Dream by 
many. 

With the median priced 
single family home selling for 
about $1.45 million in San 
Francisco, this is a serious in- 
vestment that requires you to 
carefully prepare and consider 
your choices before you make 


the jump into homeownership. 
Can you afford to buy a 
home? The prices are high, 
but are lower than they were 
a couple of years ago. The 
interest rate is higher, but 
when the rates go down, you 
can refinance for a lower 
monthly payment. What is the 
worst that can happen if you 
take out a 30-year mortgage? 
You will have the home all 
paid for in 30 years and own 
the home free and clear. What 
is the alternative? Rent for 
the next 30 years and still do 
not own a home and lose the 
equity you could have had. 
With the stock market 
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hitting all-time highs, inflation 
under control, lower listing 
inventory and the Feds sig- 
naling its readiness to lower 
rates, signs are pointing to a 
real estate bottom — this might 
be a good entry point into the 
market. 

When buying a home, there 
are a lot of costs, including 
the down payment, loan fees, 
title and escrow charges, mov- 
ing expenses and furnishing 
the home. In addition, there 
will be ongoing expenses, 
such as the mortgage, proper- 
ty taxes, insurance and main- 
tenance. Make sure that you 
have enough to pay for these 
and have long-term financial 
stability before making a 
commitment. 

The method of financing is 
extremely important. I have 
been recommending 30-year 
fixed loans for a while, but 
with the interest rates poised 
to go down, it might be wise 
to get an adjustable or a 
5-7 year fixed rate loan and 
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Sunset Homes Sold in January* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq. Ft. 


Price 


1614 35th Ave. 3 


2 1,575 — $1,388,525 


1856 28th Ave. 


6 2,328 1,588,000 


ES 1,788 1,750,000 


6 
1587 11th Ave. ) 
1346 Fourth Ave. 4 


2 2,800 2,050,000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


refinance later as these have 
lower initial interest rates. 
Homeownership is only a 
smart move if you plan on 
keeping the home for a while. 
I think that means a minimum 
of five years to ride through 
the up and down real estate 
cycle if you need to. There 
are so many costs associated 
with the purchase and sale 
of a home that it is next to 
impossible to come out ahead 
if you sell a short time after 
you purchase. You will also 
be unlikely to have built up 
any equity in your home since 
most of your mortgage pay- 
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Civic Center Plaza SF, CA 


ment initially will be going to- 
ward the interest on the loan, 
not the principal. 

There is nothing wrong 
with renting if you want to 
stay flexible. Wait to buy a 
house until you are in a place 
where you want to put down 
roots. Once you have gotten to 
that point, then home owner- 
ship makes a lot of sense from 
a financial standpoint. Not 
only will you reap the benefits 
of appreciation over the years, 
but there are also tax advan- 
tages to owning a home. You 
will be able to write off the 
mortgage interest and proper- 
ty taxes on your federal and 
state income taxes, subject 
to certain restrictions. You 
will be able to realize up to 
$500,000 tax-free gain if you 
are married, or $250,000 if 
single, when you sell. Those 
who own a home are able to 
keep quite a bit more money 
in their pocket over time than 
renters can. 

The other decisions when 
you are ready to purchase a 
home are whether to buy a 
single-family home, a condo 
or a multi-unit property to 
help with the mortgage. Do 
you need a home that is all 
fixed up or would you prefer 
to buy a fixer upper and put 
some sweat equity into it to 
build up value? What ameni- 
ties and features are important 
to you? 

Do you need a home that is 
close to work to minimize the 
commute? Do you need to be 
close to public transit? How 
about the school district for 
your children? Is a communi- 
ty important to you? Do you 
want to be close to shops, 
restaurants and other conve- 
niences? How much outdoor 
space do you need? 

As you can see, making the 
decision to purchase is only 
the first step. Implementing 
that decision will require 
much more work and guid- 
ance. When you’re ready to 
buy, I suggest you work with 
a competent real estate agent, 
lender, accountant and per- 
haps an attorney if necessary 
to develop a plan for execu- 
tion. 

Finding the perfect home 
can be exciting and rewarding 
with the right team in place 
and will provide long-term 
financial security for you and 
your family. 

John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him at 
415-465-0505 or email at 
Johnlee@ isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews .com. 
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Commentary 


Quentin L. Kopp 
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Voting Recommendations 


“Far more important to me is, that 
I should be loyal to what I regard as 
the law of my political belief, which 
is this: A belief that a country is best 
governed, which is least governed.” 
On June 19, 1972, one George Hoad- 
ley so declared at the Ohio Constitu- 
tional Convention, the third Constitu- 
tional Convention in Ohio’s history as 
a state. 

Nevertheless, San Franciscans can 
demonstrate agreement or disagree- 
ment with that hoary shibboleth on 
March 5, 2024, (or before by mail, 
City Hall and other designated places) 
in California’s primary. Confronting 
taxpayers and other voters are seven 
local ballot measures and one state 
measure, together with presidential, 
Congressional and legislative pri- 
maries. Good government inspires 
your devoted Independent (since May 
1985) and non-partisan scribe to gurgi- 
tate his well-honed recommendations. 

We begin with the United States 
Senate, respecting which three promi- 
nent Democratic U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives members (two from South- 
ern California and one from Northern 
California) are campaigning for nom- 
ination, and one equally well-known 
Republican seeks GOP approval for 
the Nov. 5 general election under a 
system which thrusts only the top two 
finishers into the runoff. I’m voting for 
former Major League Baseball player 
Steve Garvey who outshone the three 
participating Democrats last month in 
a television debate. Garvey is not just 
a baseball “jock,” he’s informed, bub- 
bly and straightforward. I served leg- 
islatively with two of the Democrats, 
Lee and Schiff, and they’re flawed 
with self-righteousness and partisan 
supremacy. The third, Katie Porter, is 


the choice for all you “progressives.” 
As I write, polls show Garvey running 
well enough to achieve the November 
runoff against Schiff. 

Although unusual but not unprec- 
edented, there are two San Francisco 
Superior Court judges, well known 
for granting pretrial release without 
bail to defendants accused of felonies, 
who are challenged. Jean Myungjin 
Roland, a veteran prosecutor and 
assistant district attorney, who has 
served 22 years in such office, merits 
election over incumbent Beggert. 
Similarly, Chip Zecher, a trial attorney 
who served on then-Mayor Gavin 
Newsom’s mayoral 2003 transition 
team and in 2019 was appointed to the 
Board of Trustees of Hastings Law 
School, merits election over another 
judge who repeatedly has released fel- 
ony drug-dealing defendants without 
bail while felony charges against them 
were pending. Vote for the challeng- 
ers. 

I recommend David Lee, founder 
of the Chinese Voters League for 
Assembly District 19, an open seat en- 
compassing our west side, plus Colma, 
Daly City and South San Francisco 
in San Mateo County but will not 
be unhappy of Supervisor Catherine 
Stephani from the Marina District is 
the Democratic candidate. Both are 
worthy legislators. Republicans need 
not apply. That’s also true regarding 
Assembly District 17 because in- 
cumbent Matt Haney seeks assured 
re-election opposed by Democrat Dale 
Otto and Republican Manuel No- 
ris-Berrara. Ill vote for Otto. 

My longtime friend Nancy Pelosi 
will be justifiably reelected to the U'S. 
House of Representatives in District 
11 and Kevin Mullen will vanquish 


Wah Mei School 


Wah Mei Celebrates 50th Anniversary 


Wah Mei School opened its doors to 
the public on Wednesday, Jan. 17, to 
mark its 50th anniversary and show- 
case its newly renovated facility at 
1400 Judah St. 

Wah Metis one of the first and oldest 


SF Mayor London Breed helped Wah Mei School officials 


organizations to offer bilingual educa- 
tion and care to San Francisco families. 

More than 100 individuals, includ- 
ing Wah Mei families, local residents, 


Continued on page 16 


] 
and local 


community leaders cut the ceremonial 50th anniversary cake cel- 
ebrating the school’s five decades of serving the community. Left 
to right: Jenny Lam, commissioner, Board of Education; Alan Wong, 
president, Community College Board; Supervisor Joel Engardio, Dis- 
trict 4; Norman Yee, former president SF Board of Supervisors, Dis- 
trict 7; Superior Court Judge Lillian Sing (Ret.), founder of Wah Mei; 
Breed; Ben Wong, executive director, Wah Mei; and Gabi Wu, presi- 
dent Wah Mei Board of Directors. Photo by William Zhou, courtesy of 


Wah Mei School. 


opponents in District 15, represent- 
ing a small part of San Francisco and 
half of San Mateo County. He merits 
reelection. 

Let’s not forget the State Senate 
where I’ve endorsed Yvette Corkrean, 
hoping she’ll terminate Scott Wiener’s 
career in politics. Ms. Corkrean is a 
vibrant nurse whose headquarters is 
at 2269 Chestnut St., Room 225, lev- 
el-headed and unimpaired by partisan 
philosophy. 

There are also seven local ballot 
measures. Proposition A constitutes 
more debt for San Francisco taxpayers 
as a borrowing of $300 million for 
new rental housing ($240 million), 
developing and rehabilitating existing 
housing ($30 million) and developing 
low-income housing ($30 million). 

A property tax increase would be 
allowed as needed and landlords could 
charge tenants 50% of any conse- 
quent property tax increase, The San 
Francisco Taxpayer Association (of 
which I’m president) recommends a 
“no” vote. City Hall already has some 
$500 million in excess funds for such 
activity. 

Proposition B, the “cop tax,” 
represents another tax increase and 
an “earmark” of at least $16.8 mil- 
lion annually for another 120 police 
officers next year, increasing by about 
$18 million annually until fiscal year 
2028-2029. This is the “brainchild” 
of Supervisor Ahsha Safai, a mayoral 
candidate in November. Adding cops 
is a city priority, but you don’t condi- 
tion it upon increasing taxes. Reject 
the “cop tax”; there’s enough money 
in City Hall’s $14.6 billion budget to 
fund more cops. 

Proposition C merits approval, if 
only because it reduces another of San 
Francisco’s unjustified taxes, i.e., the 
transfer tax. I fought its imposition 
when I was a state senator because it 
exceeds the cost of recording doc- 
uments in a sale or purchase of real 
property. Now, City Hall, with the 
notion of converting office buildings 
to housing, thinks the taxpayer tax is 
unjustified. I'll play that silly game if 
we can eliminate the transfer tax and 
this measure can decrease such tax if 
a commercial property is converted to 
residential use. The Board of Supervi- 
sors couldn’t increase such tax; only 
voters could. 

The Ethics Commission, which 
remains as ineffective as four years 
ago when I was a commissioner but 
resigned because of its lackluster in- 
vestigation staff, presents an ordinance 
to strengthen its ability to stop gov- 
ernment corruption. It’s Proposition D 
and I'll vote for it only because Con- 
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troller Ben Rossenfield, who retired 
Jan. 31 after a noble career, reports 
such ordinance will cost taxpayers 
only about $25,000 annually. Propo- 
sition E demonstrates good govern- 
ment by Mayor London Breed, whose 
re-election Nov. 5 I unequivocally 
support. It permits police to be police 
and use utility drones, surveillance 
cameras, pursue violent misdemeanor 
suspects and reduce paperwork; I urge 
its passage. I also urge passage of 
Proposition F, another policy ordi- 
nance by Mayor Breed which requires 
anyone receiving municipal health 
services, employment assistance, 
housing, utilities or food from tax- 
payers to be screened for illegal drug 
usage if single and younger than 65 in 
order to qualify. It’s common sense, 
but yet Mayor Breed is criticized for 
Prop. F by left-wingers. Finally, my 
friend, ex-USF Law School Dean John 
Trasvina and others who care about 
public education, including Christine 
Linnenbach, president of Friends of 
Lowell Foundation and I, have submit- 
ted a policy declaration compelling the 
Board of Education to restore Algebra 
to the eighth-grade curriculum in our 
public schools. Vote “yes,” please. 

There are multiple candidates for 
USS. president awaiting voter reaction 
and I won’t take your time to analyze 
each one. I hope former South Caroli- 
na Gov. Nikki Haley can give Repub- 
licans a choice other than draft-dodger 
Trump, and Democrats provide some- 
one besides Joe Biden for re-election. 
I do, however, recommend for the 
Democratic County Committee Greg 
Hardeman of the Elevator Union in 
Assembly District 19, Sal Roselli, an 
old friend of mine in District 17 plus 
Nancy Tung, Esq., chief prosecutor in 
the D.A.’s office and Supervisor Matt 
Dorsey. For its Republican counter- 
part, I like moderate Jay Donde, Esq., 
in District 19 plus John Dennis, Yvette 
Corkrean and Jeremiah Boehner. 

In District 17, I recommend David 
Cuadro, Bill Jackson, Janice Wong 
and Josh Wolff. 

Don’t forget to reject state Propo- 
sition 1, a $6.4 billion bond issue for 
social service housing which, with 40 
years of interest, will cost about $810 
million annually for 30 years to repay! 

Vote early and often on March 5, as 
wizened political elders used to tell 
me. 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should not 
be considered our editorial stance on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a balance of 
viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to the editor 
to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the website, 
500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


DISTRICT YOUTH LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
Join the District Youth Leadership Academy, empowering District 7 youth to drive posi- 
tive change in their communities through Coro leadership training. Participants will enhance 
their leadership skills, build valuable networks and receive a $500 stipend upon program 
completion! Deadline to apply: Feb, 9. To apply, go to tinyurl.com/DYLA2024. 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton's Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smartphone, tablet or laptop. 
Drop-in for a one-on-one session in English. Friday, Feb. 16, 1:30-3 p.m. at the Ortega Library 
(3223 Ortega St.). For more information, call 415-474-1558 or email techsquad@felton.org. 


FREE EVENTS ATTHE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, SUNSET BRANCH 
1305 18TH AVE., 415-355-2808 

Workshop: Red Envelope Crafts. Maria Fong will demonstrate how to make beautiful lanterns 
from red paper envelopes. Friday, Feb. 2. 2-3:30 p.m. Space is limited, reservations required: 
415-355-2808. 
Tutorial: Tablet/Smartphone course for Older Adults 60+. This workshop is presented by 
Self-Help for the Elderly. Please bring your own tablet or smartphone. Device type: iOS and 
Android, Topic: Google Maps - locate current position and route directions. Space is limited, 
reservations required: 415-355-2808 (starting Feb. 2). Friday, Feb. 16, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Activity: Paint-by-Number, Match the numbers to the acrylic paints and paint with the corre- 
sponding hues. Canvas boards are preprinted and marked with numbers, making this activity 
great for beginners. Tuesday, Feb. 20, 4-5:30 p.m. Space is limited, reservations required: 415- 
355-2808. (starting Feb. 6). 
Social: Karaoke Thursday. Sing-a-long to your favorite songs with family and friends. Feb. 22, 
3-4 p.m. 
Book Club: On the Same Page. We'll discuss SFPL’s On the Same Page book selection, "On 
the Rooftop,” by Margaret Wilkerson Sexton. On the Same Page is a bimonthly city-wide read. 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Social: Adult Coloring and SWANA Snack Trials. Looking for a stress-free way to unwind? Join 
us for a unique cultural experience that involves coloring and savoring delicious snacks from 
Southwest Asia and North Africa. We'll provide coloring books, colored pencils and a variety of 
mouth-watering snacks to indulge in while you let your creativity flow. Space is limited. Reser- 
vations required: 415-355-2808. Registration begins Feb. 27). Tuesday, March 12, 4-5:30 p.m. 
Tutorial: Tablet/Smartphone Course for Older Adults 60+. Self-Help for the Elderly's training 
program is ideal for those seeking to enhance their technical skills. The program focuses on 
hands-on training, allowing participants to become proficient in using their smartphones and 
tablets. Bring your device along and prepare to become an expert! Device Type: iOS and An- 
droid. Space is limited. Reservations required: 415-355-2808. (Reservations start date: March 
1.) Friday, March 15,1-2:30 p.m. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy February birthday to Oscar Alonso, Dave Bardfeld, Ezaad Bastani, Paul Bradlyn, Clara 
and Michelle, Darian Costa, Ronnie Davis, Melissa Deng, Astrid and Doug Downen, Brendan 
Fox, Pamela Hirchak, Missy Keehan, Eloise Kelsey, Effie Lee, Howard and Jason Michael Leigh, 
Abigail Lue Jamie Lue, Justin Lue, Roosevelt Lue, Riley McLaughlin, Cesar Melero, Kelly Poole, 
Ryder Sanders, Paul Stella, Santina Maria Sullivan, Kimberley Thompson, Courtney Wong and 
Edwina Yuan. To add a name to the monthly birthday list, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews. 
com. Free. 


NEIGHBORHOOD WALKING GROUPS FOR SENIORS 

Join other seniors on weekly/biweekly walks in your neighborhood. Currently, the 
walks are in the Inner Richmond and Stern Grove. More walks in the Richmond and Sunset are 
being planned. Find the next walk on Meetup.com and search for “San Francisco 50+ Neigh- 
borhood Walking Groups,” or sign up for our newsletter at sfwalking.beehiiv.com. 

If you would prefer to wait until a group is established near you, or if you are interested in 
starting a group in your neighborhood, contact Richard at richwei94102@gmail.com or 415- 
562-6075. 


OUTER SUNSET FARMERS MARKET AND MERCANTILE 
Join us every Sunday at the Outer Sunset Farmers Market and Mercantile, where 
you can find fresh produce from local farmers and ranchers, enjoy delicious dishes from Outer 
Sunset eateries and discover unique finds from local makers and artisans. Every Sunday, find a 
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Abigail Glynn 
Realtor - Broker / NOTARY PUBLIC / Residential Leasing Agent / DRE # 00512752 


I have been a residential rental agent in SF for 35+ years. I find 
tenants for landlords for reasonable fees. I show the property that is 
for rent and I write up all the necessary paperwork. Please call for 
more information. 


Cell: 415-827-2434 / AbigailGlynn@prodigy.net / 5014 Geary Blvd., SF 94118 
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revolving series of live performers, engaging activities and exhibitions at the ArtShip and fun 
zone! Our farmers market accepts WIC, EBT and Market Match! 37th Avenue at Ortega Street, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Go to sunsetmercantilesf.com or call 415-465-2475 for more details. 


ONLINE-ONLY CONTENT 
Visit our website, to find features that you can't find in the newspaper. Look for "Cook- 
ing Together,” by Shanta Nimbark Sacharoff, “Overtures and Undertows,” a column by Noma 
Faingold, a talented writer and longtime contributor to the Richmond Review and Sunset Bea- 
con newspapers. Business features includes "A Shot of Salvation” by Deno Gellepes. Check out 
the recent "Photos of the Month” gallery. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


“PHOTOS OF THE MONTH” ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the "Photos of the Month” gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages more than 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs by the 15th of 
the month. For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706- 
6428. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 
Sunday, Feb. 11, 1-3 p.m., Great Highway Park Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/448138/. 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 4-5 p.m., Sunset Happy Hour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/581814/. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, 10 a.m.-noon, Central Sunset Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/546732/. 
Saturday, Feb.24, 10a.m.-noon, Inner Sunset Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/464169/. 


SECONDHAND SATURDAYS 
Come check out Secondhand Saturdays and celebrate all things vintage, antique and 
secondhand. Presented by Sunset Mercantile every third Saturday of the month at Ortega 
Street and 37th Avenue, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Shop local from more than 50 vintage vendors, mak- 
ers and artisans that are some of the Bay Area's best. Enjoy live music, family friendly activities, 
food trucks, rotating monthly features and more! Visit sunsetmercantilesf.com/secondhand/ 
for more information. 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps" from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


SUNSET LUNAR NEW YEAR FESTIVAL 
Performances! Activities! Food! Outer Sunset Farmers Market and Mercantile on 37th Av- 
enue at Pacheco Street. Sunday, Feb. 11,9 a.m.-2 p.m. Learn more at sunsetmercantilesf.com. 


THANK YOU! 

Sincere thanks to the Sunset Beacon readers who generously donated to our Pat- 
reon campaign. Your contribution helps keep us financially healthy. If you donated before we 
started our Patreon campaign and would like some of our Sunset Beacon branded products 
(tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or shirt), please send an email to Editor@RichmondSunset- 
News.com. We would also like to share just your name in the paper to thank you. Please let 
us know if that is OK. To donate, please visit our website to sign up for our Patreon campaign, 
send a check to: Sunset Beacon, P.O. Box 16035, SF, CA, 94116 or send via PayPal to Editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. Thank you! 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20-word minimum. Share birthdays, weddings, an- 
niversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business accomplish- 
ments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or submit free community events at 
no charge. FREE: There is no charge for occasional announcements for small busi- 
nesses celebrating an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send an- 
nouncement to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Announcements will run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,000 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (more than 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 20th of the month. Mail check to: P.0. Box 


16035, S.F.,CA 94116. Call 415-706-6428 or email editor@RichmondSunsetNews. 
com for more details. 


Liz Hanowsky Law 


An SF native here to serve your legal needs 
Estate Planning, Real Property, 
Landlord-Tenant & More 
415.484.8339 www.hanowskyesq.com 


JAMES J. RUSSO, CPA 


Income Tax Preparation and Planning 


Tax Time is Here 
Taxes are never easy! 
Use the best — a “CPA” 
| have an M.S. in tax + 30 yrs. of experience 
Please call for an appointment 


JamesJRusso@gmail.com / 415-759-5086 
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Assembly 


Assemblymember Phil Ting 


Sunset Beacon 
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New Lunar New Year State Holiday 


I want to wish you and your family 
good health and prosperity, as we cel- 
ebrate the Lunar New Year. The Year 
of the Dragon in 2024 is expected to 
bring favorable conditions for change, 
and I’m happy to report there’s already 
one that I’m proud of. 

For the first time, Californa’s 116 
community colleges have the option 
of observing the Lunar New Year as a 
state holiday. That’s because my bill, 
AB-264, was signed by the governor 
a few months ago and took effect this 
year, potentially allowing nearly two 
million students to commemorate 
the occasion. Under the legislation, 
campus leaders can combine Lincoln’s 


Blue Heron Lake 


Continued from page 1 


affairs with the San Francisco Recre- 
ation and Parks Department, provid- 
ed the commission with a little more 
background on Stow before they voted 
to strip the lake of his name. 

After his short political career, Stow 
moved to San Francisco and became a 
successful attorney with a high-pow- 
ered law firm that mostly handled land 
use issues. 

According to Bishop, from 1878 to 
1893 he became the “political strong 
arm” for the industrialist and railway 
magnate Collis P. Huntington, one of 
the men who promoted the Central 
Pacific Railroad’s extension across the 
West, making possible the first trans- 
continental railroad in 1869. Stow 
helped the railroads build through his 
ability to raise funds and gain political 
favors, becoming a key political strate- 
gist for Huntington. 

In 1889 he joined the Recreation and 
Park Commission and raised money 
to build the lake in Golden Gate Park, 
which was completed in 1893. 

Stow would die suddenly and unex- 
pectedly two years later in 1895. 

To select a new name, Bishop said, 
an informal citywide poll was conduct- 
ed by the San Francisco Standard from 
Dec. 4th through the 17th, 2023. 

Readers were asked to choose from 
a wide variety of candidates and a to- 
tal of 3,336 votes were submitted. Of 
those, 985 were for Blue Heron Lake, 
with the runner up name of Strawber- 
ry Lake polling a distant second at 346 


and Washington’s birthdays as one 
holiday, then add Lunar New Year 
as another. By doing so, we do not 
increase the number of days schools 
are closed. 

While the California Community 
Colleges Chancellor’s Office does 
not track how many locations will be 
participating, our own City College 
of San Francisco (CCSF) is finalizing 
plans to celebrate and recognize the 
Lunar New Year as outlined in my 
Assembly bill. 

Students and staff tell me they’ re 
excited to be allowed to celebrate this 
important holiday. Asian and immi- 
grant community college students at 


CCSF and other schools throughout 
the state no longer have to decide 
between going to class or celebrating 
with their loved ones. They can now 
spend time with family, friends and 
their community, as well as reflect on 
their culture and history. 

Commemorating the Lunar New 
Year also has a societal benefit. The 
holiday can help foster greater cultural 
understanding during a time when hate 
incidents against the Asian American 
Pacific Islander community are still 
happening. When we give people time 
to reflect on the special significance 
of this celebration and create oppor- 
tunities to learn about each other, we 
encourage acceptance, not hate. 

City College of San Francisco 
Board of Trustee President Alan Wong 
started the ball rolling in 2022 by 
passing a resolution, urging the state 
Legislature to amend the California 
Community College Education Code 
to allow the Lunar New Year obser- 
vance. I answered the call, stepping 
up to take this holiday statewide under 
AB-264 and succeeding. I want to 
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thank everyone who contacted their 
state representatives, asking them to 
support my bill. 

Let’s celebrate this victory by join- 
ing me at two local Lunar New Year 
events. I will be participating the San 
Francisco Chinese New Year Parade 
again this year. It will be held Satur- 
day, Feb. 24, at 5:15 p.m., starting at 
Second and Market streets. This year’s 
Grand Marshal is talented actress and 
rapper, Awkwafina, who was also born 
in the Year of the Dragon. 

Then on Friday, March 1, state 
leaders, including myself, will be 
hosting a celebration at our offices at 
455 Golden Gate Ave, 1-3 p.m. More 
details will become available on my 
website, as the date gets closer. 

I hope to see you at one or both 
events! 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


A Great Blue Heron preens itself on a recent early morning on an island in the newly renamed Blue Heron 
Lake. Photo by Thomas K. Pendergast. 


votes. 

One of the other candidates was 
a Black woman named Mary Ellen 
Pleasant, known as the Rosa Parks of 
San Francisco after she sued the City 
for being denied a ride on a trolley car 


Foxtail Hill Windows & Doors, Inc. 


Vincent Keehan 
Owner 


1428 Yosemite Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124 


415-822-8494 (Tel) 
415-822-8493 (Fax) 
Foxtailhill.com 


SELLING. BUYING. LEASING. 
THINKING TO SELL? NO UPFRONT COST UNTIL CLOSING 
Contact me today to get started. 


DITA S. SAJID 


Broker Associate, Realtor®, CIPS 


COLDWELL 
BANKER 


REALTY 


C. 415.412.3527 | D. 415.682.6603 


CalRE 01899940 


Be dita.sajid@cbnorcal.com | ditarealtor.com 


in 1867. 

Almost 90 years later, her case was 
reportedly referenced by U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall 
during the Rosa Parks case. 

“We certainly don’t have enough 
things in our City named after women, 
particularly women of color,’ Melgar 
told the commission. “But by far in our 
poll the most popular name was Blue 
Heron because of all of the great con- 
servation work with the heron.” 

The commission actually made two 
votes that day; the first being whether 
or not to strip Stow’s name from the 
lake. 

That vote came in at six in favor and 
one against. 

Voting against was Commissioner 
Larry Mazzola, who didn’t hesitate to 


say why he dissented. 

“There’s no way I condone any- 
thing this guy did or said,” Mazzola 
explained. “Obviously, the dude was a 
scumbag racist crap-weasel. 

“Growing up in this city for my 
whole life — 54 years — I know it as 
Stow Lake, Pll always call it Stow 
Lake, even if the name gets changed. 

“Tt’s just something that happened in 
the 1800s,” he elaborated. “If you go 
back and start looking at every street 
and everything in this city, you’re go- 
ing to find a whole hell of a lot more. 

“And you’re probably going to find 
some that were racist toward Italians. 
But I wouldn’t want to go change that 
name at this point. I think that there’s 
more important things that we should 
be doing and this isn’t one of them.” 


The Chinese New Year Treasure Hunt is Back! 
This annual urban adventure game has delighted thousands of participants since 1989. 
It's a treasure hunt for information in Chinatown, North Beach, Telegraph Hill, and the 
Financial District, with the Chinese New Year Parade as a backdrop. Teams of two to nine 
people each compete, solving clues leading to obscure landmarks, forgotten architectur- 
al delights, secret views and vestiges of San Francisco's colorful past (and present). The 


teams solving the most clues in the shortest time receive prizes and bragging rights. 
Clues involve wordplay, puzzles, trivia, anagrams, map reading and other fun challenges. 
They're designed to be solvable by a team, so working together is key to succeeding! 
There are four divisions or competition levels, offering clues suitable for all skill levels, 
from beginners to experts. Partial proceeds benefit the San Francisco Circus Center. It 
happens on Sat., Feb. 24, 2-7:30 p.m., starting and ending at Telegraph Hill Neighbor- 
hood Center, 555 Chestnut St. Information and tickets at sftreasurehunts.com. 
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Local Artist Makes His Debut at the de Young Museum’s pe SoTL Show 


By Noma Faingold 


“T love routine, but I hate repe- 
tition.” — Artist Emilio Villalba 

Former Richmond District resident 
Emilio Villalba’s small North Beach 
apartment is filled with natural light, 
vintage vinyl (including plenty of his 
favorite, Lou Reed) and carefully cu- 
rated mid-century furniture. Paintings 
and sculptures line the white walls of 
his living room, created mostly by art- 
ist friends, some who share the same 
representation, Dolby Chadwick Gal- 
lery of San Francisco. At first, it seems 
he would rather talk about their work 
than his own. 

The distinct smell of wet oil paint 
beckons from the adjacent room, the 
studio where 39-year-old Villalba and 
his artist wife, Michelle Fernandez 
Villalba, work. She is painting a small, 
intricate piece at an easel, while he is 
knee deep in a series of large paint- 
ings, which are super thick with layers 
of paint and densely populated with 
stylized (almost abstract) everyday ob- 
jects, like a Budweiser beer bottle, a 
can of corn, a calculator, a basketball 
hoop and an old phone. He refers to the 
series as “collages,” but they’re really 
not — the composition seems too ran- 
dom. He also calls them “minimalist,” 
but he happens to view Jackson Pol- 
lock’s work as minimalist, too. 


Reckless Driving: 19th Avenue 
and Ulloa Street, Dec. 28, 9:29 p.m. 

An officer on patrol observed a 
vehicle running a red light, almost 
causing a collision. The driver then 
briefly stopped at another red light 
before driving through it. 

The officer conducted a traffic 
stop. A computer check revealed the 
driver’s license was in the process of 
being suspended but had not yet been 
finalized. 

The driver was cited for running two 
red lights and for driving recklessly. 


Outstanding Warrant, Battery: 
600 Block of Irving Street, Jan. 2, 
6:21 p.m. 

The victims reported the suspect, 
who was known to them, entered the 
store and spat at them before yelling 
obscenities. The suspect then refused 
to leave. 

Responding officers detained the 
suspect. A computer check revealed an 
arrest warrant out of Sebastopol. 

The suspect was arrested. 


Outstanding Warrant: 1500 Block 
of Noriega Street, Jan. 6, 11:06 a.m. 

A known suspect, who had a history 
of stealing tip jars, was arrested for an 
active warrant. 


Driving Without a License: 19th 
Avenue and Irving Street, Jan. 11, 
7:25 p.m. 

Officers were on patrol when they 
observed a vehicle making an illegal 
left turn, despite posted signs. 

The officers conducted a traffic stop 
and a computer check revealed the 
driver did not have a valid license. 

The driver was cited. 


Outstanding Warrant: 1500 Block 
of Noriega Street, Jan. 12, 11:17 
a.m. 

An SFPD ambassador requested 
officers for an investigation. 

During the investigation, it was 
learned that the suspect had an arrest 
warrant out of San Francisco. 

The subject was arrested. 


Robbery With Gun and Other 
Weapons: Frederick and Willard 
Streets, Jan. 14, 10:50 p.m. 

Two victims walked into Park Sta- 
tion to report a robbery. 

The victims said they were sitting 
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“When I first discovered Jackson 
Pollock, I thought his paintings looked 
punk,” Villalba said. “It took me years 
to understand Pollack. There’s so much 
going on but it’s meditative. It feels 
more beautiful and elegant now.” 

Villalba recently finished the six-by- 
five-foot work called “Everything Is 
Something, No. 9.” He is preparing at 
least 10 paintings and some works on 
paper for his next solo show in Septem- 
ber at the Nerman Museum of Contem- 
porary Art, in Overland Park, a suburb 


of Kansas City. 
Each of the large “Everything is 
Something” paintings takes eight 


weeks to finish, even though Villalba 
paints virtually every day. A lot of lay- 
ering goes into them. They take at least 
three months to dry. 

“It’s not what you paint, it’s how 
you paint,” he said. “They go through 
many stages. I like what happens to 
the shapes because of the thick paint. 
There’s something really nice about 
painting thick-on-thick.” 

When Villalba starts one of these 
works, he has no concept, no agenda. 
Just a feeling that guides him. Most of 
the objects featured come from his im- 
mediate surroundings, including from 
his daily walks in the neighborhood. If 
he sees a fork on the ground, he might 
photograph it and it could become part 
of a painting. Other reoccurring ob- 


jects, like an Apple computer or phone 
from the 1980s, he draws from mem- 
ory. He likens the paintings to journal 
entries. 

“IT don’t think these paintings mean 
anything other than they’re a repre- 
sentation of me through still life,” he 
said. “The way I paint them, I feel like 
I’m putting myself into them, tweaking 
them, re-interpreting them and arrang- 
ing them on a canvas.” 

Villalba, who was born in Chula Vis- 
ta, California, remembers being good 
at drawing at a young age, even though 
the only art in his home was a Henri 
Matisse print from the goldfish series 
and a print and coffee table book of 
folklore surrealist Marc Chagall, a fa- 
vorite of his mother. 

His parents are Mexican and Villal- 
ba was used to living in the somewhat 
diverse cities in Southern California of 
Montebello and Tustin until the fam- 
ily moved to a new development in 
Orange County called Aliso Viejo. He 
was already a shy child, and the sterile 
suburban surroundings was a culture 
shock. 

“I grew up very dorky. I had glasses, 
braces and a bowl cut,” Villalba said. 
“T had very few friends. I spent a lot of 
time by myself reading and drawing.” 

In the last couple of years of high 
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POLICE BLOTTER 


at the bus shelter located at Freder- 
ick and Willard streets when a white 
vehicle pulled in front of the bus stop. 
Four suspects exited the vehicle and 
approached the victims. One suspect 
was holding a gun, and two others 
were holding a baseball bat and de- 
manded the victims’ belongings. 

The suspects then returned to the 
vehicle and fled west on Frederick 
Street. 


Assault: Santiago Street and 24th 
Avenue, Jan. 15, 5:32 a.m. 

The victim, who had been attending 
a party with other high-school-aged 
students, observed the suspect picking 
on someone. The victim attempted 
to step in and help but the suspect 
punched and kicked the victim multi- 
ple times. 


Evading Police: Lincoln Way and 
19th Avenue, Jan. 16, 10:16 a.m. 

Officers attempted to conduct a traf- 
fic stop on a person riding a scooter. 
The scooter rider stopped, but as the 
officers approached the vehicle, the 
driver immediately rode away from 
the scene in a reckless manner. 

The officers did not pursue due to 
public safety concerns. 


Assault: 2400 Block of 20th Ave- 
nue, Jan. 17, 8:54 p.m. 

The victim said they were helping 
with a garage sale when the suspect 
demanded entry to purchase additional 
items. 

The suspect, who was known and 
had possibly trespassed or squatted in 
the building before, then pushed and 
struck the victim multiple times in an 
attempt to get inside. 

The suspect fled the area. 


Burglary: 1000 Block of Taraval 
Street, Jan. 18, 1:31 a.m. 

Officers responded to a report of 
security observing a suspect, via a 
security camera, drilling a hole into an 
ATM. 

Officers arrived on the scene and 
detained the suspect. 

After further investigation, it was 
determined that the suspect had been 
attempting to install a skimming de- 


vice onto the ATM. 
The suspect was arrested. 


Aggravated Assault With Knife, 
Attempted Homicide With Knife: 
400 Block of Warren Drive, Jan. 18, 
1:40 a.m. 

Park Station officers responded to a 
report of a stabbing at a residence. 

Arriving officers contacted the vic- 
tim who informed them he had been 
stabbed by the suspect who was still at 
the scene. 

Officers’ investigation revealed 
the victim was inside the residence 
with the witness when the witness’s 
roommate, the suspect, engaged in a 
physical altercation with the victim. 
The witness observed the roommate 
holding a six-inch knife and took 
action to break up the altercation. 

The victim informed the witness he 
had been stabbed. The witness called 
9-1-1. 

Officers arrested the suspect for 
aggravated assault with a knife and 
attempted murder. 


Robbery: Lincoln Way and La 
Playa Street, Jan. 20, 12:41 a.m. 

The victim said they were crossing 
the street when the suspect approached 
and attacked the victim, causing the 
victim to pass out. 

When the victim awoke, they 
discovered that their backpack was 
missing. 


Robbery: 1200 Block of 11th Ave- 
nue, Jan. 20, 8:08 p.m. 

The victim said they were leaning 
against a wall when the two suspects 
suddenly approached and pointed 
a knife at the victim and demanded 
money. The victim gave money to the 
suspects, who then fled the area. 


Shoplifting, Outstanding War- 
rant: 1200 Block of Taraval Street, 
Jan. 23, 10:46 a.m. 

Officers responded to an incident of 
shoplifting. 

Responding officers located and 
detained the suspect, who was still 
outside the store. A computer check 
revealed an outstanding arrest warrant. 
The suspect was arrested. 
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Artist Emilio Villalba in his North 
Beach studio (in his apartment) 
in front of one of his latest paint- 
ings, “Everything Is Something, 
No. 9.” Five-by-six-foot oil on 
canvas. Photo by Noma Faingold. 


Traffic Violation, Driving Without 
a License: 24th Avenue and Taraval 
Street, Jan. 23, 12:07 a.m. 

Officers were on patrol when they 
observed a vehicle failing to stop at a 
posted stop sign. 

The officers conducted a traffic 
stop. A computer check revealed the 
driver had never been issued a driver’s 
license. 

The driver was cited. 


Shoplifting, Outstanding War- 
rant: 1700 Block of Noreiga Street, 
Jan. 23, 7:40 p.m. 

Officers stationed themselves 
outside a store’s front door when they 
observed the suspects shoplifting. 

The first suspect was observed 
taking multiple items of merchandise 
and putting them into a bag before 
both suspects exited the store without 
paying. Both suspects were detained 
as they exited, and a search revealed 
both suspects had stolen merchandise 
in their possession. 

A computer search revealed that 
one of the suspects had an outstanding 
arrest warrant and was arrested. The 
second suspect was cited. 


Battery, Theft: 3200 Block of Or- 
tega Street, Jan. 23, 7:58 p.m. 

The victim was studying in the li- 
brary when the suspect, a student from 
the same school, took the victim’s 
earphones. The victim chased after the 
suspect and retrieved their earphones. 
The suspect then slapped the victim 
and left the scene. 


Recklessly Evading a Police 
Officer: Pacheco Street and 18th 
Avenue, Jan. 24, 4:27 a.m. 

Officers on patrol observed a vehi- 
cle only barely managing to stop at a 
posted stop sign. 

Acomputer check revealed that the 
vehicle was wanted for felony evad- 
ing. The officers attempted to conduct 
a traffic stop but the suspect fled at a 
high and unsafe rate of speed. The 
officers were unable to safely pursue 
the suspect. 


Battery: Taraval Street and 40th 
Avenue, Jan. 26, 12:06 p.m. 

The victim told officers that he was 
involved in a physical altercation with 
the suspect due to a road rage incident. 

The suspect was arrested. 
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Supervisor Joel Engardio 


Shades of Democratic Party Blue 


The most important local 
election most know nothing 
about is coming up in March. 

If you were given a photo 
of everyone who holds elected 
office in San Francisco, would 
you recognize them all? You 
will probably know the mayor 
and a supervisor or two. But 
there are 11 supervisors. And 
what about the school board 
and BART board? 

You might not be able to 
name many. But if you’re a 
Democrat, you probably voted 
for them if you followed the 
recommendations of the local 
Democratic party. 

Every election, the local 
party mails registered Demo- 
crats a list of candidates with 
the official Democratic party 
endorsement. This is a big 
help if you don’t have time to 
research who is running for 
supervisor. It also helps with 
the more obscure offices or 
when judges appear on the 
ballot. 

While it’s convenient that 
the local Democratic party 
tells busy voters whom to 
support, here’s an important 
question: What kind of Demo- 
crat are you voting for? 

There are no viable Re- 
publican candidates for any 
office in San Francisco. The 
last Republican to hold local 
office was a BART board 
director who was defeated by 
a Democrat a decade ago. 

Since every viable candi- 


date is a Democrat, you need 
to approach local races like a 
national primary. You have to 
pick which type of Democrat 
you want. A Bernie Sanders, 
a Pete Buttigieg, or a Kama- 
la Harris Democrat? Which 
shade of blue do you prefer? 

If the local party is con- 
trolled by Bernie Sand- 
ers-style Democrats, then you 
can be assured the candidates 
they endorse from school 
board to supervisor are going 
to be like Bernie. And they’ll 
be like Hillary Clinton if the 
local party is controlled by 
Hillary-style Democrats. 

That means you can’t trust 
what the local Democratic 
party says, unless the people 
controlling it are your shade 
of blue. 

If you’re going to follow 
the party’s candidate rec- 
ommendations, you need to 
know who controls the local 
Democratic Party. Otherwise, 
you could end up voting for 
people you never would have 
if you knew what type of 
Democrat they really are. 

There is an acronym for 
the local party. It’s called 
the DCCC. It stands for the 
Democratic County Central 
Committee. 

The DCCC has 24 mem- 
bers. They are volunteers 
and elected every four years 
during the spring presidential 
primary. Those candidates 
only appear on your ballot if 
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you are a registered Demo- 
crat. 

The DCCC election is per- 
haps the most important local 
election most people know 
nothing about. It’s important 
because whoever gets seated 
on the DCCC has great influ- 
ence to hand out Democratic 
party endorsements. Candi- 
dates who get endorsed by the 
DCCC typically get elected. 

Yet most voters have no 
idea what the DCCC is, who 
runs it, or which shade of blue 
it promotes. They only see a 
Democratic stamp of approval 
next to a candidate and vote 
based on faith they have in the 
local party’s recommendation. 

All seats in the DCCC are 
up for election on March 5. 
This is your chance to shape 
the leadership of the local 
party and vote for candidates 
who match your shade of 
blue. 

Who are the candidates? 
There are two slates of candi- 
dates. 

One slate is called “SF 
Democrats for Change” and 
they represent a more mod- 
erate shade of blue, which is 
in the minority of the cur- 
rent DCCC. They generally 
supported the school board 
and district attorney recalls 
of 2022. Their pitch is to “get 
San Francisco and the local 
Democratic Party back on the 
right track by championing 
issues that actually fix our 
City’s problems, including 
public safety, affordable hous- 
ing, quality public schools, 
and a vibrant economy.” 

The other slate is called 
“Labor and Working Fam- 
ilies” and they represent a 
more progressive shade of 
blue, which dominates the 
current DCCC. They general- 
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ly opposed the school board 
and district attorney recalls of 
2022. Their pitch is to “create 
a city that works for everyone, 
not just the billionaires. San 
Francisco is facing real chal- 
lenges as we recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but we 
cannot afford to revert back to 
failed Reagan-era policies.” 
San Francisco is at a cross- 
roads. The elections of March 
and November 2024 will be 
the most significant for our 
City in 50 years. A majority of 
supervisors, the mayor and a 
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majority of the school board 
are all in play. Voters have an 
opportunity to choose new 
officials for every seat on the 
ballot and change the direc- 
tion of San Francisco. 

The DCCC election on 
March 5 will be the first big 
sign of where voters want our 
City to go. Be sure to partici- 
pate in this epic choice. 

Joel Engardio is the District 
4 representative on the San 
Francisco Board of Super- 
visors. He can be reached at 
engardiostaff@ sfgov.org. 


Back to His Roots - Taraval SFPD 
Station Captain From Parkside 


By Jonathan Farrell 


Taraval Station’s new lead- 
ership in command since this 
past fall is Capt. Brien Hoo. 

Hoo was born in San Fran- 
cisco and raised in the Taraval/ 
Parkside District. He attend- 
ed Herbert Hoover Middle 
School and Abraham Lincoln 
High School. 

“After high school, I en- 
listed into the armed services 
at the U.S. Army West Re- 
gion Recruiting Station in 
San Francisco and served my 
country as a U.S. Army sol- 
dier,” he said. 

He said his training and du- 
ties in the Army prepared him 
to be a police officer; a sol- 
dier’s primary role is that of 
defender and protector. 

“TI entered the Police Acad- 
emy in January of 1995,” he 
said. “Throughout out my ca- 
reer, I served in a variety of 
patrol assignments. 

“I was promoted in March 
2023, and was assigned as the 
night captain prior to being 
assigned to Taraval Station on 
Sept 2. I look forward to serv- 
ing the district where I grew 


up,” Hoo said. 
Hoo acknowledged the 
neighborhood’s challenges. 


Merchants and local business- 
es have been concerned about 
the increase of burglaries in 
the Sunset and Richmond dis- 
tricts. 

Burglary, vandalism and 
various forms of car theft is 
something that Hoo and the 
staff at Taraval Station are also 


SFPD Capt. Brien Hoo 
took command of the Tar- 
aval Station in September, 
2023. Courtesy photo. 


well aware of. He said they 
empathize with merchants as 
well as residents and recognize 
the frustration and pain such 
crimes cause. 

The most pressing concern 
right now for Hoo is staffing. 

“Our department is short 
officers and that translates to 
longer response times depart- 
ment wide,” he said. “The 
department is actively hiring 
officers to bring our numbers 


up.” 

San Francisco has one of the 
highest crime rates in Ameri- 
ca, according to Neighborhood 
Scout, an online database and 
analysis of crime statistics. 

The database was _ estab- 
lished in 2002 by Andrew 
Schiller, a geography major at 
Clark University in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 

Neighborhood Scout noted 
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Firefighting 


Continued from page 1 


support expansion of the EFWS. 

In March of 2020, Proposition B 
passed — with 82% in favor — for a 
bond of $628.5 million to improve 
post-earthquake firefighting infrastruc- 
ture. 

While much of that bond money 
was slated for making firehouses and 
other firefighting infrastructure more 
earthquake resistant, more than $151 
million of it was allotted for expansion 
of the EFWS system into the westside 
neighborhoods. 

In June of 2021, the SFPUC pre- 
sented a plan showing EFWS pipelines 
running north from a pump station at 
Lake Merced through neighborhoods 
in the outer Sunset and Richmond dis- 
tricts, listing them as “funded” by the 
bond money. 

Ata meeting of the Board of Supervi- 
sors’ Government Audit and Oversight 
Committee in 2023, however, a revised 
plan showed the proposed pipelines for 
the entire Richmond District west of 
12th Avenue as “unfunded,” as was the 
Outer Sunset District pipeline running 
north of Lawton Street. 

At the most recent meeting last 
month, District 1 Supervisor Con- 
nie Chan said the original estimate 
the BOS and the voters were given is 
wrong. 

The original estimate to build out the 
system was roughly about $15 million 
per mile, but after a more up-to-date 
cost estimate taking inflation into ac- 
count, they learned it is actually rough- 
ly about $42 million per mile. 

“And that’s a very significant change 
and it requires some real effort,” Chan 
said. 


Sunset Beacon 


“The project’s greatest challenge 
is that the most recent cost estimate 
produces significantly higher project 
costs than previously estimated in the 
planning phase. The higher costs are 
primarily due to scope refinement and 
addition of design details,” said the 
SFPUC’s Director of Water Capital 
Programs Katie Miller. “Also, post- 
COVID market conditions have sig- 
nificantly higher materials and labor 
costs and we’re seeing that with all our 
capital improvement projects across 
the board.” 

“In addition, the SFPUC has eval- 
uated what costs should appropriate- 
ly be funded by water 10-year capital 
program bond funding, which we have 
concluded is the cost for the seismi- 
cally reliable water pipelines,” Miller 
said. “This has resulted in a significant 
proposed increase in the water CIP 
(Capital Improvement Program) bond 
funding in the SFPUC’s 10-year capital 
improvement budget that is proposed 
to our commission.” 

“Previously we committed $55 mil- 
lion, and now we’re recommending 
$145 million over 10 years to fund 
these pipelines. This will go to our 
commission this month for approval in 
February,” she said. 

Since 2010, three bond measures 
have been passed, totaling $308 mil- 
lion for EFWS system improvements 
or 21% of all funds raised by those 
bonds for improving public safety in- 
frastructure, with most of the rest go- 
ing to fire or police stations and other 
emergency facilities. 

The City’s Office of Resilience and 
Capital Planning Director Brian Strong 
says the General Obligation Bond 
(GOB) program will be up to $4 billion 
by 2045; the City’s entire capital plan 
for the next 10 years is $2.1 billion. 


The next bond program is scheduled 
for 2028 and is estimated to be $310 
million. 

“We would love that to go higher, but 
we’re going to need to see property val- 
ues go up before we’ re likely to see that 
number go up or we’re going to have to 
make some decisions about changing 
the cap that we’ve put in place for our 
geo-bond program,” Strong said. 

“The discussions about how that 
$310 million bond is going to be split 
between fire stations, police stations 
and EFWS is to be determined,” he 
said. “We’ve already been approached 
by both police and fire and likely in the 
next update to the capital plan, which 
will start in September or so, we’ll be- 
gin to have those discussions about how 
we think about splitting this amount in 
a way that’s fair for everyone.” 

Current plans do not include a new 
seawater pump station on the City’s 
west side. This is one of two conten- 
tious points that critics of the SFPUC’s 
plans have been arguing about for 
years. 

The other is the SFPUC’s plan to 
abandon the idea of an entirely separate 
pipeline system for post-earthquake 
firefighting on the west side and instead 
combine it with the potable water sys- 
tem that serves everyday uses. 

Critics, including former fire de- 
partment officials, say that because 
the Hetch Hetchy water supply comes 
from more than 167 miles away, cross- 
es three major earthquake faults, goes 
under the bay and then parallels the 
San Andreas Fault for 25 miles up the 
peninsula, it is foolish to use potable 
water from reservoirs to fight fires if 
seawater is an alternative. 

“What happens if you use up all your 
drinking water?” said Tom Doudiet, 
former SFFD deputy fire chief who 
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oversaw the pipeline expansion before 
2010, when then-Mayor Gavin New- 
som moved the program from the fire 
department to the SFPUC in an attempt 
to balance the City budget. “How do 
you know that you’re going to be able 
to restore your drinking water supply in 
the days and weeks and maybe months 
after the earthquake?” 

“The co-benefit pipelines will have 
Lake Merced water, so it is non-po- 
table,’ Miller of the SFPUC told the 
Board’s committee last month. “We 
will do that for ‘the big one,’ but we 
will start putting the fires out, espe- 
cially after a smaller earthquake or if it 
seems manageable, we’ll start with the 
potable system first. 

“We'll start with seeing what we can 
do and when the fire department says, 
‘that’s not enough,’ we’ve got to go to 
Lake Merced. Then it’s a boil-water 
order for the City or for that outer re- 
gion,” Miller said. “But the benefit is 
that it’s a singular pipeline, a singular 
pipe loop, that after the fires are put 
out, we can disinfect that pipeline pret- 
ty quickly. Our guys can do that in less 
than 24 hours with chlorine bleach. 

“And then we will have that pota- 
ble pipeline network that people can 
get water from,” she explained. “Most 
likely, that big of an earthquake, we’re 
going to be issuing a boil-water order 
citywide anyway because there are go- 
ing to be multiple pipeline breaks. So, 
coming back from that big, big earth- 
quake is going to just take a long time 
of recovery. 

“We feel like having this pipeline 
that we can get potable water back in 
within 24 hours and be able to have 
people be able to walk to fire hydrants 
and get potable water is going to be a 
major, major improvement for emer- 
gency recovery.” 
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that, compared to all communities of 
all sizes, from the smallest towns to 
the very largest cities, in San Francisco 
“one’s chance of becoming a victim of 
either violent or property crime in is 1 
in 15.” 

Much of the crime San Francisco 
encounters is in heavily touristed areas 
such as Alamo Square, Fisherman’s 
Wharf and the Palace of Fine Arts. 
While city officials proclaimed this 
past December that car break-ins had 
decreased since August of 2023, SF 


Police Chief Bill Scott noted that the 
increased crackdown is just a start. 

Cars as well as homes are less like- 
ly to be burglarized if nothing entic- 
es them to become a target. Leaving 
valuables in plain sight, having doors 
or windows unlocked, poorly lit areas, 
and not alerting police or neighbors 
when suspicious activity is lurking or 
suspected, are invitations to criminals. 

Hoo said neighbors keeping an eye 
out for each other and each other’s 
property helps. 

According to the database website, 
the Sunset, Parkside and Richmond 
districts are among the City’s safest 
areas. 


Residents and merchants are encour- 
aged to contact Taraval Station, espe- 
cially when they witness suspicious 
activities and any threat to safety and 
neighborhood security. Taraval Sta- 
tion’s phone is 415-553-0123. 


Or, if residents and merchants prefer 
to be anonymous in reporting suspi- 
cious activity, they are encouraged to 
call 415-575-4444. 

Learn more at sanfranciscopolice. 
org. 
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Commentary 


Paul Kozakiewicz 


Change the DCCC 


The results of the California prima- 
ry election on March 5 could shape 
the future of San Francisco. 

At the moment, we are facing many 
potential pitfalls that are a result of 
poor decision making. Our leader- 
ship has been unfocused and inept at 
creating the social change promised to 
create a better city. That includes SF 
Mayor London Breed and the progres- 
sive-leaning members of the SF Board 
of Supervisors. 

Voters will determine the makeup of 
the 24-member SF Democratic Coun- 
ty Central Committee (DCCC), which 
controls important candidate endorse- 
ments and financial and volunteer 
support. Many of the City’s 300,000 
Democrats take the DCCC slate card 
seriously and follow its recommenda- 
tions. 

Control of the DCCC was crucial to 
the building of the Willie Brown and 
John Burton political machines. Now, 
progressives rule the roost. 

The progressive DCCC supported 
failed SF District Attorney Chesa 
Boudin during his recall campaign 
and it refused to support the recall of 
three school board members who went 
off the rails. 

It also supported Prop. J in the 
November 2022 election, the pandem- 
ic-inspired measure that permanently 
closed the eastern end of JFK Drive in 
Golden Gate Park. 

One organization focused on chang- 
ing the DCCC and getting the City 
back on track is SF Democrats for 
Change. The group aims to champion 


Emilio Villalba 
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school, Villalba started to come out 
of his shell. In his first year of under- 
grad studying animation at the Art In- 
stitute of California in Santa Ana, he 
discovered artist Jean-Michel Basquiat 
through the film, “Basquiat,” screened 
in a class. “I saw that movie and it 
changed my life,” said Villalba. “TI tried 
to quit school, but my parents wouldn’t 
let me.” 

After graduating, he worked in the 
animation field for a year but hated 
it because it was essentially a desk 
job. He quit and moved back in with 
his parents for a few months. His fa- 
ther advised him to paint and build up 
his portfolio to get accepted into grad 
school. 

“IT went to a landscape painting class 
at a community college and quit after 
one day. I knew this is not how I want 
to paint,” said Villalba. “I did have a 
drive, though.” 

He admits all the paintings he made 
that summer were like a combination 
of Chagall and Basquiat. 

“It was Chagall’s floating  fig- 
ures mixed with Basquiat’s style and 
words,” said Villalba. 
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issues to fix our City’s problems and 
boost our economy. Democrats for 
Change focuses on candidates who 
support “public safety, affordable 
housing and quality public schools.” 

The slate of 10 candidates many 
moderate voters are supporting are: 
Former SF Supervisor Michela 
Alioto-Pier, Sara Barz, Dan Calamu- 
ci, Mike Chen, Lanier Coles, Parag 
Gupta, Marjan Philhour, Brian Quan, 
SF Supervisor Catherine Stefani and 
Jade Tu. 

Registered Democratic voters in 
District 19 will elect 10 members of 
the 24-member San Francisco DCCC. 
Democrats in Assembly District 17 
will choose the remaining 14 mem- 
bers. 

For more information, go to sfdem- 
ocratsforchange.org. 

Some progressives are putting 
forth a narrative that billionaires are 
trying to buy the Democratic Party by 
working to change the makeup of the 
DCCC. That’s hogwash. 

One candidate running for DCCC 
is Richmond District resident Brian 
Quan, a Richmond Review columnist 
and president of the Chinese Ameri- 
can Democratic Club. He is not some 
corporate shill trying to overtake the 
DCCC for the benefit of billionaires. 

Many mainstream Democrats and 
Independents are just trying to steer a 
clear course back to common decency, 
a safer city and a prosperous business 
community. That’s why a rigorous 
effort is being made to change the 
makeup of the DCCC. 

On the Republican Party side of 
the ticket, my friend Howard Epstein 
forwarded a moderate slate comprised 


The Academy of Art brought Villal- 
ba to San Francisco, where he earned 
his MFA. He currently teaches part 
time at Cafiada College and has taught 
art at several Bay Area institutions 
since 2011. 

“I love teaching, but it can get in 
the way,” he said. “I like being able to 
paint full time. I don’t even take naps.” 

As his style continues to evolve, he’s 
picked up more artistic influences, in- 
cluding with his most current thick 
work, Gerard Richter, David Park and 
Stanley Whitney. For his portraits, Lu- 
cian Freud has been an inspiration. He 
is also drawn to such Spanish masters 
as Diego Velazquez, Francisco Goya 
and Pablo Picasso. The Bauhaus move- 
ment has also had an impact on him. 

“Every year, I have a new hero,” he 
said. 

Just as significant in what informs 
Villalba’s work are his surroundings. 
When he lived in the Richmond Dis- 
trict in 2019, his paintings had a neutral 
palate, including gray and white interi- 
ors. “There was a quiet, intimate, do- 
mestic kind of feeling with a touch of 
sci-fi and surrealism in those,” he said. 

When he moved to the Mission Dis- 
trict, he started painting with more col- 
or. 

“Every time we moved the new en- 
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of: Epstein, Rudy Asercion, Joseph 
Bleckman, John Dennis, Rodney 
Leong, Monika Rothenbuhler, Philip 
Wing, Jacob Spangler, Lisa Remmer, 
Bob Rintel, Yvette Corkrean, Jason 
Clark and Tom Sleckman. 


Californians Have 
Right to Choose Judges 

California voters have the right to 
confirm or deny a state judge every 
six years, according to the California 
Constitution. 

If residents do not think a particular 
judge is serving the public’s inter- 
est, they have the power to remove 
the judge and vote for an alternative 
candidate. 

There are those who feel judges 
should be given a lifetime appoint- 
ment, but that leaves little recourse 
for those who are being victimized by 
judges’ bad decisions. 

According to Stop Crime SF, a 
non-partisan organization that ranks 
the performance of sitting judges, Su- 
perior Court judges Patrick Thompson 
and Michael Begert are failing to safe- 
guard the public’s safety by continual- 
ly releasing dangerous criminals who 
are likely to commit new crimes. 

Stop Crime SF rated 10 of the 12 
judges up for review favorably (stop- 
crimesf.com). 

In a civilized society, there must be 
consequences for illegal and destruc- 
tive behaviors, like selling drugs on 
our city streets. It is our failure that we 
do not rehabilitate criminals or provide 
them with meaningful job training or 
adequate mental health services. 

There are two imminently quali- 
fied candidates on the March 5 ballot 
to replace the challenged judges for 
a seat on the Superior Court of San 
Francisco. 

Jean Myungjin Roland has served 
as a San Francisco prosecutor for 23 
years, fighting for the victims of do- 
mestic violence, gang violence, elder 
abuse, narcotics and general felony 
crimes. 
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Emilio Villalba’s painting of his wife, artist Michelle Fernandez Villal- 
ba in their Richmond District kitchen. Courtesy photo. 


vironment helped direct the work,” Vil- 
lalba said. 

Even the painting he was invited to 
create by his artist friend Chelsea Ryo- 
ko Wong of San Francisco, based on 
The Peaceable Kingdom series by Ed- 
ward Hicks (1826), for the upcoming 
de Young exhibit, Lee Mingwei: Ritu- 
als of Care, Feb. 17-July 7, has a local 
spin. Portraits of his wife Michelle, 
Wong and a self-portrait are in the mix, 
as is a shipping container in the back- 
ground (replacing a boat in the original 
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“Judges must balance public safety, 
accountability and compassion,” 
Roland said. 

For more information, go to jeanfor- 
judge.com. 

Chip Zechler, 59, has practiced law 
for more than 30 years. He wants to 
“promote public safety and justice and 
assure that our judges are providing 
adequate accountability.” 

For more information, go to chip- 
forsfjudge.com. 

On March 5, vote “yes” to support 
Jean Myungjin Roland and Chip 
Zechler, two top-flight attorneys who 
deserve to sit on the Superior Court 
bench. 


SFPUC Fans Flames of Potential 
Disaster 

There wasn’t a lot of press coverage 
about the San Francisco Public Utili- 
ties Commission’s (SFPUC) decision 
last year to shortchange the Richmond 
District on its firefighting ability. 

The PUC originally announced it 
had the resources to build a high pres- 
sure, earthquake-resistant water main 
from Lake Merced to the Richmond 
to deliver water for firefighting after 
a disaster. As it stands now, the City’s 
high-pressure water line stops at 12th 
Avenue. 

If the primary water mains are bro- 
ken in an earthquake, the high-pres- 
sure line is designed to survive and 
deliver water for city firefighters. 

But, lo and behold, the SFPUC 
miscalculated its cost estimates so the 
crucial firefighting line will now have 
to terminate in the Sunset. 

The Outer Richmond, which 
includes the V.A. Hospital, is to be 
sacrificed to a conflagration due to the 
lack of urgency, poor planning and 
incompetence of the SFPUC. 

Paul Kozakiewicz is an editor with 
the Richmond Review and Sunset Bea- 
con newspapers. 


painting). 

“It’s very exciting. I haven’t had a 
piece at the de Young before,” said Vil- 
lalba. “I’m going to the opening.” 

“Lee Mingwei: Rituals of Care,” de 
Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Gar- 
den Dr., Feb. 17-July 7. Learn more at 
famsf.org. 

To see more of Emilio Villalba’s 
work, go to @emilio_villalba (Insta- 
gram), emiliovillalbaart.com and dol- 
bychadwickgallery.com. 
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Paid Political Advertisement 


For a City We Can 
All Believe In. 


DEMOCRAT DANIEL LURIE FOR MAYOR. 


As the CEO of a nationally renowned and successful 

anti-poverty organization, Daniel built a career taking on 

tough problems and delivering results. He believes City Hall 

can and must do better. As Mayor, he will bring people Helped 6,000 people transition out of 

together from every corner of San Francisco to tackle the homelessness. 

toughest challenges facing the Sunset and our City. 
Built 145 housing units for the formerly 
homeless - on time and under budget. 


Raised $500 million to provide housing and 
job opportunities for hundreds of thousands 
of families struggling with addiction, 
mental illness, and homelessness. 


DANIEL LURIE’S 


Get serious about public safety and clean 
up our streets. 


Increase specialized care units and provide 
shelter beds for anyone who needs them. 


Stop smash and grabs and shut down 
open-air drug markets. 


Cut red tape and the maze of regulations 
that burden small businesses. 


Ad paid for by Believe in SF Lurie for Mayor 2024 
Ad Committee’s Top Funders 
1. Miriam ‘Mimi’ Haas ($1,000,000) 
2. Jan Koum ($250,000) 
3. Oleg Nodelman ($250,000) 
This advertisement was not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate. 
Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org. 
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From Sand Dunes and Discrimination to Million-Dollar Homes and Diversity 


From a Reader: 
By Joe Castrovinci 


The Sunset is San Francisco’s 
largest neighborhood, but it’s hard to 
get lost here. In a neighborhood where 
streets are numbered or alphabetized, 
it’s always easy to know where you 
are, no matter how blinding the sun, 
dense the fog, strong the wind or dark 
the night. 

Not much more than 100 years 
ago, it was a very different story. 

At that time, more than half of San 
Francisco was covered in sand dunes, 
and no place was more mysterious, 
remote or forbidding than what was 
then known as the “Outer Lands” or 
“Outside Lands,” an uninhabitable 
“cold desert.” 

It was, in short, a place that could 
gobble you up and never let you out. 
And at least in one instance, that’s 
exactly what it did. 


Death in the Dunes 

On May 23, 1897, the San Francis- 
co Call reported the story of a woman 
who decided to visit the cold desert, 
left a building located roughly where 
Laguna Honda is today, got lost, and 
never came back. She died from ex- 
haustion trying to find her way home. 

As the Call explained it, she was: 

““., caught in a fog and unable to 
find her way back. Search was made 
for her, but it was not until the next 
day that she was found. She was lying 
dead close to a clump of brush, and 
footprints in the sand showed that she 
had wandered round and round in a 
circle until overcome by exhaustion 
and cold. From the way the sand was 
disturbed it was apparent that she had 
struggled along for hours before being 
finally overcome.” 

If she had taken that walk not in 
1897 but a few decades later, she 
would have been in a vastly different 
place. And no one had described the 
area’s transformation better or more 
fully than Lorri Ungaretti, whose 
book, “Stories in the Sand: San Fran- 
cisco’s Sunset District, 1847-1964,” 
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This 1886 view of the Inner Sunset shows no tall trees on Mount Sutro (left), which Adolph Sutro called 
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Mount Parnassus, and Mount Davidson (center rear), then called Blue Mountain. The photograph shows 
the home - and hog farm - of Cournelius Reynolds, a watchman for the Market Street Railway, near 
14th Avenue. Photo and caption used with permission from author Lorri Ungaretti’s book, “Stories in the 
Sand, San Francisco’s Sunset District, 1847-1964.” Photo courtesy of a private collector. 


tells that history not just in words but 
with an enormous number of photos. 

Not up for a great read? Check out 
the talks and courses that Ungaretti 
occasionally teaches on Sunset his- 
tory, most recently in January at San 
Francisco’s Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute (olli.sfsu.edu), which offers 
courses and activities for people who 
are 50 plus. 

One story Ungaretti tells begins in 
the 1870s, after a long dispute about 
who owned the Sunset was resolved in 
favor of San Francisco. The city im- 
posed today’s grid over the wilderness, 
and by the early 1900s, the Parkside 
Realty Company had built many 
homes in today’s Parkside District. 

These first houses varied a lot — 


some small, others large, some fancy, 
others plain — but this wave was soon 
superseded by a large number of 
Craftsmen homes built in the 1910s, 
and finally by a tsunami of stucco-clad 
homes build by Henry Doelger and 
others from the 1920s to the 1940s. 


A Whites-Only Sunset and the 
Story of Proposition 14 
By World War II, the area was 
solidly working class and home to 
lots of policemen and firemen, most 
of them Irish or Italian. Houses built 
in the 1930s or the ’40s sold for about 
$5,000, and buying one was a big 
move up from a small apartment in 
the eastern part of the City to a much 
larger home with a yard in the Sunset. 
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But this American Dream came with 
one huge and terrible price; it was 
open only to white people. Although 
deed restrictions based on race were 
declared unconstitutional by the US. 
Supreme Court in 1948, many people 
ignored the decision. 

In 1961, for example, the wife of 
Willie Brown, a future assemblymem- 
ber and mayor, but then a young law- 
yer, was not allowed to see a home in 
the Forest Knolls development. Brown 
complained to the press, and this led 
to one of the first sit-in demonstrations 
in San Francisco’s history. Brown 
refused to consider buying the house 
after the builders would not commit to 
showing or selling their properties to 
the most qualified buyers, irrespective 
of race. He would later admit that he 
was never really interested in buying 
the house; it knew it was unjust he 
could not even look at it. 

In 1964, San Francisco was 74% 
white, and the Sunset was home to 
the City’s largest concentration of 
white people: 85.8%. This was the 
case because most homes came with 
deed restrictions that forbade selling to 
anyone who was Black or Asian. 

Most Californians strongly support- 
ed such restrictions. A 1916 ad in the 
San Francisco Chronicle listing one 
development’s advantages boasted that 
“it contained no Africans or Asiatics.” 
A city resident expressed his view this 
way: “We are prepared to move to an 
all-white area if racial patterns should 
ever change.” 

But, as Bob Dylan noted, the times 
they were a-changin’. 

In 1959, the California state legisla- 
ture approved a bill banning discrim- 
ination based on race, color, religion, 
ancestry or national origin. In 1963, 
the legislature passed the Rumford 
Fair Housing Act, which forbade 
discrimination in housing, except in 
owner-occupied buildings with four 
units or less. This law also outlawed 
discrimination by banks, real estate 
brokers, mortgage companies and 
financial institutions. 

Life in white areas seemed now to 
be open to Black, Asian, and Jewish 
Americans. But, as is so often the case 
in California, the voters had the final 


This aerial photograph of the Oceanside area in the early 20th century shows increasing growth and 
development. The view looks southeast. The street running diagonally from the lower right of the pho- 
tograph toward the dunes is Irving Street. Photo and caption used with permission from author Lorri 
Ungaretti’s book, “Stories in the Sand, San Francisco’s Sunset District, 1847-1964.” Photo courtesy of a 
private collector. 


say, at least for a time. 
A group of Realtors and developers, 
outraged by what the state legislature 
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Sand Dunes 
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had done, began work on a 
ballot proposition that allowed 
whites-only restrictions. 
Proposition 14, which they 
placed on the statewide ballot 
in 1964, said: 

“Neither the state nor any 
subdivision nor agency there- 
of shall deny, limit or abridge, 
directly or indirectly, the right 
of any person, who is willing 
or desires to sell, lease or rent 
any part or all of his real prop- 
erty, to decline to sell, lease 
or rent such property to such 
person or persons as he, in his 
absolute discretion, chooses.” 

Prop. 14 passed with more 
than 65% of the vote. It won 
a majority in every California 
county, including San Francis- 
co, where the vote was about 
53% in favor. The vote in the 
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Sunset mirrored that of the 
state at large: 2-to-1 in favor 
of legalized discrimination. 

This is where the courts 
stepped in. In 1966, the 
California Supreme Court 
ruled that Proposition 14 was 
unconstitutional, and the U.S. 
Supreme Court concurred in 
1967. Discrimination, at least 
in the form of deed restric- 
tions, was over, and people of 
all races and religions were 
now free to own property in 
the Sunset. 

The death of Prop. 14 paved 
the way for today’s neighbor- 
hood, where a largely white 
neighborhood has become 
diverse and vibrant and wel- 
comes people from all over 
the world. 

Joe Castrovinci has been 
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more than 50 years. He lives This 1944 view of the Outer Sunset looks north fro 
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Sunset Reservoir. The road 


on Twin Peaks. in the foreground is Ortega Street, near 28th Avenue. Photo courtesy of the Alan 


Thomas collection. 
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‘Then and Now’: 48th Avenue Near Ulloa Street 
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Left: Two women on bicycles on 48th Avenue near Ulloa Street, circa 1945. The building in the background on the left is the restroom at 
the foot of Taraval Street. Photo courtesy of a private collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. Right: Ember Truppelli 
was in the right place at the right time to have her photo included in her neighborhood newspaper. Sans bicycle but sharing an equally 
happy smile as her counterparts from 79 years ago, Truppelli grew up in the Outer Sunset and recently returned after spending time 
in New York to study restaurant management at NYU. She is the operations manager at the Beach Chalet. Photo by Michael Durand. 


Wah Mei 


Continued from page 6 


community partners and local officials 
were on hand to help the organization 
commemorate the day California ac- 
cepted its application to be an incor- 
porated business. 

The renovated site will allow for 
additional classroom space for pre- 
school-aged children, and more space 
for community events. Wah Mei cur- 
rently serves more than 500 children 
(infant-17 years) through its daycare, 
after-school care, seasonal camps and 
Chinese language classes. 

Wah Mei’s Executive Director Ben 
Wong explained that one aspect that 
sets the organization apart from others 


is its commitment to ensuring bilingual 
care and education is accessible to all 
families regardless of income level. 

“Fifty years ago we were fortunate 
to have been given the opportunity to 
carry out our organization’s belief that 
quality bilingual education and care 
should be affordable and accessible to 
all families,’ Wong said. “Our cele- 
bration of this milestone demonstrates 
the value this community holds in the 
bilingual model of teaching and learn- 
ing.” 

Though Wah Mei has a long history 
serving youth and children, it has also 
recently extended its programming to 
address the concerns and needs of the 
larger community. 

“Wah Mei has served this commu- 
nity for a half century,” said Gabi Wu, 
board president of Wah Mei. “The or- 
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ganization is poised to do more and has 
done so by offering classes to commu- 
nity residents, addressing anti-Asian 
hate and neighborhood safety, as well 
as helping maintain the cultural identi- 
ty of the Sunset District.” 

Mayor London Breed was also on 
hand to proclaim Jan. 17, 2024, as 
“Wah Mei Day” and offer remarks. 

“Today’s celebration of its 50th an- 
niversary and the open house truly 
demonstrate the foresight of those who 
came before us and planted the seeds 
for the future of our children,” Breed 
said. “I applaud Wah Mei School’s 
current leaders who continue to plant 
even more seeds for the growth and 
development of our children, families, 
the neighborhoods they serve and our 
City. San Francisco is committed to 
supporting their work and all early ed- 


ucators through our measures, resourc- 
es and initiatives. We take this valuable 
opportunity to honor this institution’s 
endless dedication to serving and pro- 
viding a supportive community for all 
San Franciscans.” 

Learn more about Wah Mei School at 
wahmeti.org. 
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